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PLUTOCRACY REBORN

A hall-century ago, thoughtful Americans considered the Gilded Age ancient history. By the 1950s, robber baron
fortunes no longer dominated — or dazzled — America’s political and economic landscape. But that’s all changed.

The awesomely affluent haven’t just returned. Today they castan even greater shadow,
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Re-creating the Gap that Gave Us the Great Depression
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In 1980, the last pre-Reagan year, families in the battom 90 percent
averaged 330,446 in income, after adjusting for inflation, $72 more than
the 830,374 comparable families earned in 2006, The top 0.01 pereent in
1980 took home an average 5.4 million, less than ene-fifth the
$20.6 million average income of the super-rich in 2006,
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